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centers have full medical services on
their premises, and unlike abortion
clinics, these centers offer support for
women suffering from post-abortion
syndrome.

For those women who have under-
gone an abortion, the devastation can
be real and ongoing if she does not re-
ceive help. Most centers are committed
to the healing, body and soul, of
women who have suffered from an abor-
tion. They offer medical and coun-
seling services and stand alongside
these women in the healing process.

Life-affirming pregnancy centers pro-
vide an example of love and compas-
sion to women and their unborn babies.
These centers have been upholding the
values of all human life, born and un-
born, for several decades. Women are
increasingly turning to these centers
for physical, psychological, emotional
and of course spiritual help. They are
always treated with the utmost dignity
and respect and provided with accu-
rate, up-to-date information in order to
make informed decisions about their
pregnancy, sexual health and relation-
ships. Because everyone should have
access to this information, all services
are free of charge.

I am honored to represent one such
center in my hometown of Ocala, Flor-
ida. The Women’s Pregnancy Center
has been serving the people faithfullly
in Marion County for 22 years. This
center serves nearly 1,500 women a year
of all ages and backgrounds. They
serve these women and men faithfully
and discreetly.

My colleagues, in today’s culture
abortion is too often the first thought
for women facing unplanned preg-
nancy, but there are alternatives, and
pregnancy resource centers can provide
them. These centers are not only the
most strategic and effective, but often
the most needed of the forces engaged
in the defense of the unborn. It is fit-
ting that we recognize these coura-
geous and struggling agencies that
seek to bring purpose to the surprises
of life. Never are these needs greatest
than in the smallest of family, a moth-
er and her growing baby.

I invite my colleagues to join me in
providing support for the more than
2,600 crisis pregnancy centers around
the United States of America. The good
work of these centers merits our rec-
ognition, and their compassionate staff
deserve our admiration and praise.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor this resolution
and demonstrate their support for
pregnancy resource centers and their
tens of thousands of volunteer staff
who are encouraging the protection
and value of all human life in America.

——————

THE FAILURE OF LEADERSHIP AT
WALTER REED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOZMAN) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I
felt the need today to rise and to brief-
ly express my deeply felt dismay over
the failure of leadership concerning the
problems at Walter Reed.

We have witnessed a disservice to the
men and women in uniform to whom
we owe such a deep debt of gratitude. It
is simply inexcusable. We can and must
do a better job by our injured troops,
especially after asking them to do so
much for us.

I was glad to see actions to hold the
Army and hospital leadership account-
able, and the President’s choice to cre-
ate the Dole-Shalala Commission. Both
Senator DOLE and Secretary Shalala
have the experience to craft solutions
to improve the situation. I know they
will be independent and offer a sound
assessment of the problem with good
solutions.

Ultimately, our troops deserve the
best. This is a bipartisan issue, and I
look forward to working diligently on
it.

We must not rest until our troops are
assured of the medical treatment that
they so rightfully deserve.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 50
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SALAZAR) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, source of wisdom and
love, we bless You and praise You for
all the natural and human resources
showered upon this Nation.

Raise up in our midst people who will
respond to those most in need or suf-
fering, that true religion may flourish
in our land and deeds of charity with
the rule of justice may create a new
humanity across the face of the Earth.

To You be all praise and glory now
and forever. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

TRIUMPH OF SECOND AMENDMENT
RIGHTS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Friday the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia
overturned one of the most unfair laws
on the books. The Court upheld second
amendment rights and struck down
D.C.’s misguided law prohibiting hand-
gun ownership.

For too long D.C. residents have been
denied the fundamental right to pro-
tect themselves and their families.
This ruling is truly a victory for law-
abiding, gun-owning citizens in the tra-
dition of the late Rick Daniel, who
championed the success of concealed
weapons permits in South Carolina.

I find it ironic that our Nation’s cap-
ital, a symbol of American freedoms
and rights worldwide, has had one of
the most restrictive gun control laws
in the country. Despite these oppres-
sive measures, D.C. has maintained one
of the highest murder rates in the Na-
tion. Sadly, last July, 13 people were
killed in 12 days.

I applaud the court for defending the
Constitution and returning to D.C.
residents their right to bear arms.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

———————

WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL
CENTER

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to add my voice to
those deeply disappointed by condi-
tions found at Walter Reed Army Med-
ical Center. The physical infrastruc-
ture and administrative problems re-
vealed are absolutely inexcusable. As a
Nation and as a military, we have a re-
sponsibility to provide both top-quality
acute care and top-quality outpatient
treatment.

The fine doctors and nurses in Iraq;
at Landstuhl, Germany; and at Walter
Reed provide excellent medical care
that has saved countless lives. But it is
clear that a lack of leadership and ad-
ministrative initiative at the top cre-
ated these shameful conditions.

The American military has histori-
cally entrusted the ultimate responsi-
bility and accountability to those in
command. I was pleased that the Army
leadership followed that proud tradi-
tion, and I am hopeful that Walter
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